The Hanoverian Jewels
Part |11

John Gawler Bridge joined the family firm Rundell Bridge and Rundell as a shop assistant in
1804, the year they gained the Royal Warrant from George I11. The Commissioners
investigating the claim by the Crown of Hanover to the Jewels left by Queen Charlottein a
codicil to her will asked Bridge, on behalf of the firm, to produce any surviving documentation
between the firm and Queen Charlotte that may shed further light into their enquiries.

Bridge produced three of the firm's Order Books.

Of particular importance in tracing the history of the Queens dealingsis an entry in Order Book
G, for the 7th June 1804 paragraph K for the supply of:

14 Brass Plates engraved Inscriptions as received
send word the day before

Cawthorne to go to rivet themon

NB 3 before

NB write 10 rubies instead of 9

Queen Charlotte had instructed Rundell Bridge and Rundell to engrave a series of brass plates to
be riveted to each of her jewel boxes and to engrave on them the inscriptions she had provided
asto the contents of each box. On her death in 1818, the number of brass plates, hence boxes
was 17, therefore three must have been acquired and filled before 1804 as noted above, NB 3
before. The plates cost 8 pounds— 18s— 6d to engrave.

Asiswell known, George |11 had lost his mind yet managed to recover by1789 with a serious
relapse occurring in1804. As aresult the Queen in the interests of history and of her family is
seen here as making an effort to document the history of the jewelsin her charge.

Of particular interest to the Commissioners were the contents of those boxes containing all or
part of the jewels repurchased by George I11 from the Crown of Hanover between 1760 and
1761 for £54,900. These Hanoverian Jewels were given by George 111 to the Queen prior to their
wedding in 1761 but with no written record.

In acodicil to her will, signed on 16 November 1818, the day before her death at Kew Palace,
Queen Charlotte had | eft the Hanoverian Jewels to the Kingdom of Hanover with the proviso
that if her mentally incapacitated husband should he be restored to a sound state of mind and
was dtill aive at her death they should belong to the King for him to make such provision as he
saw fit.

Her will noted the division of her principal jewels:
First those which the King bought for 50,000 pounds and gave to me.....
Secondly those presented to me by the Nawab of Arcot to my four remaining daughters...l direct

that these jewels should be sold and that the produce should be divided among them.. .share and
sharealike....



The Hanoverian Jewels and the Arcot Diamonds were in the three boxes whose plates had
aready been supplied and engraved, the Pearls which Queen Charlotte wore werein Box 17.
Five of the original brass plates remained with Rundell’s and were tendered in evidence by
Bridge with four fitted boxes, now numbered A1, A2, A3, and A4, that had once contained the
majority of the Hanoverian and Arcot Jewels.

Once the Prince Regent became aware of the codicil to his mother’swill signed the day before
her death. | suggest that the identifying plates to the jewel boxes were removed on 7" Jan 1819
by Rundell’s as noted in the Order Book submitted as evidence to the Commissioners.

The executors had the contents of boxes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 17 put in a separate oak iron bound box
with the arms of George 111, then sealed with black wax using the Kings seal and sent it to the
Bank of England to protect the interests of the King.

The Prince Regent appears to have gained control of the remaining boxes of Queen Charlotte's
jewels as used for important State occasions then housed at Buckingham House now Pal ace.

When George |11 died, the Prince Regent became King of Great Britain Ireland and Hanover
and he could do as he wished with his mother’s jewel collection. As aresult he must have
gained accessto his father’s trunk of jewelsin the Bank of England for he virtually immediately
set the Arcot Diamonds into his new Imperial Crown for hisimpending coronation. On his death
his brother, William IV set some of the larger diamonds from the Hanoverian Jewels into a new
Crown for hiswife Queen Adelaide for use at their coronation.

With the accession of Queen Victoria, under Salic law the two Kingdoms were split, hence the
claim by the eldest living son of George I11, the Duke of Cumberland now King of Hanover, to
reclaim the property of his mother under the codicil in her will from the depredations of histwo
brothers, George 1V and William IV, and return the Hanoverian Jewels to Hanover.

As required by her will and presumably the agreement of Queen Victoria Queen Charlotte's
executors sold the Arcot diamonds to benefit her surviving daughtersin Mr Willis's Rooms on
July 20" 1837, some 20 years after her death.

Theinitial Hanoverian claim was for the contents of all 17 boxes. Importantly the 17 plates
describing the contents of each box, as written by Queen Charlotte were seemingly missing
clouding an issue that nobody working in the interests of Queen Victoria seemed anxious to
explain.

In the event, Bridge could only produce five plates to the enquiry presumably for boxes 1to 4
plus the pearlsin 17 that had come from the Bank of England the rest were missing from the
boxes as were the majority of the contents.

Box 15isof interest to us: The plate was created and engraved in 1804 and this box contained
the Queens sapphires housed in a blue morocco box.

John Bridge supplied alist of inscriptions with box numbers which closely agreed with the
origina notation carefully written down by the executorsin 1819. Queen Charlotte’s executors,
Lord Arden and General Taylor provided extracts from an inventory they had taken after the
Queens death in 1819 quoting from the plate then riveted to the Blue morocco box.

[Box 15 number from Bridge]

This box contains a nosegay; a pair of single drop earrings; three rosettes; and a necklace with
a cross hanging to it of sixty six collets; and one buckle, all of sapphire and brilliants given me
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by the King; the middle stone of the largest rosette was bought at the Princess of Wales sale.
[From Arden and Taylor]

At the time Arden and Taylor, added this interesting addendum:

NB The nosegay is broken up, and the brilliants of the cross, excepting five, are taken out
The following articles found in a case are supposed to have been formed from the nosegay-
Sx sapphire honeysuckles, fitting brilliant armlets.

Eight sapphire drops, set with brilliants.

Two round sapphire and brilliant rosettes.

One cross, sapphire paste, set with brilliants.....

This suggests that since the creation of the box by Queen Charlotte to house the nosegay, a pair
of earrings, three rosettes, a necklace with cross and one buckle the contents had been broken
up. In their opinion the sapphires from the nosegay had been attached to two armlets containing
six of the nosegay honeysuckle flowers. The cross no longer has a necklace which leads me to
suggest that some of the stones from the necklace may have been reset into the eight sapphire
drops.

George IV was Prince of Wales when he married Caroline of Brunswick on g April 1795, the
marriage was consummated and their daughter Princess Charlotte was born in 1796 at which
point his duty done the Prince abandoned his wife. The Princess of Wales was forbidden to see
her daughter and banished from court in 1799.

For many years the Stuartsin exile had attempted to retrieve the English dowry of Mary of
Modena from the British Government a payment they had repeatedly promised to make. On
Napoleon’sinvasion of Italy the Pope asked the Cardinal Duke of York to support his payment
to the French army in 1798 to prevent the sacking of Rome. | suggest that as aresult the
Cardinal’s Pectoral Cross probably containing some of the Stuart sapphires was pawned for
12000 scudi.

Thisimportant matter would have been related to Thomas Coutts during his visit to Romein
1799, as the banker to George l11 it was probably he that negotiated a settlement in exchange for
an annual pension of 4000 pounds to be paid by George I11. The Stuart Sapphire and possibly
the remaining Jacobite sapphires would be returned to England on this payment as Crown
property the money would alow the stones from the cross to be redeemed.

The question | cannot answer isif these sapphiresin Box 15 were once the property of the
Cardina Duke of York by descent from Queen Henrietta Maria subsequently gifted by George
I11 to his Queen before 1804 having been returned on payment of the pension namely:

Eight sapphire drops set with brilliants.

Two round sapphire and brilliant rosettes

One cross, sapphire paste, set with brilliants....



A cross set with paste sapphiresis a most interesting link and an extraordinary piece of possible
evidence for this may be the Cardinal’s Pectoral Cross known to have been pawned for 12,000
scudi.

Did the Cardinal replace his pawned sapphires in the pectoral cross with paste to maintain his
image and status handing over the cross now set with paste with the Stuart Sapphire in 1799 in
exchange for his pension of 4000 pounds a year the first part of which was paid by Coutts as
2000 pounds a half payment pending delivery?

This possible fraud was only discovered by John Gawler Bridge on his valuation of the late
Queen's jewelsin 1819 for Queen Charlotte would be unlikely to either have or wear a paste
Cross.

Was Queen Victoria aware of the possible history of the sapphiresin Box 15 and if so did she
incorporate them into her Sapphire and Diamond Coronet?

The Ruby James || Coronation Ring and the St Andrews Cross were received later by the Prince
Regent on the death of the Cardinal in 1807.

The large Suart Sapphire may not have been placed with Queen Charlottes jewels the Prince
Regent considering this stone as persona possession. Heis believed to have given it to his
daughter Charlotte Princess of Wales possibly on the occasion of her marriage to Prince
Leopold in 1816 if so on her death in 1819 the sapphire was returned and later incorporated as
the centrepiece to the new front of the Crown of State of George | a crown that was remade by
the Prince Regent for his coronation on 19 July 1821.

John Hawkins.

Revised 10 April 2016 and again 28 February 2017
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Plate 11. Princess Charlotte Augusta of Wales, a stipple engraving published 1816 after
Sir George Hayter. The princess is wearing the large Stuart sapphire as a diamond set
pendant on the front of her dress.



Plate 12. Charlotte Princess of Wales by Sir George Hayter, 1817, miniature in watercolour. The
Royal Collection RCIN 421863. The princess is wearing the three drop pearls from the cross pattée
of the Grisoni image.



Plate 12b. Detail the other two pearls.



Plate13. Charlotte Princess of Wales Miniature on enamel by Joseph Lee circa 1817. The Royal
Collection RCIN 420200. The Princess is wearing the Black Princes Ruby and the Edward the
Confessor sapphire in her tiara? from the George I Crown, as portrayed in the Grisoni image of
1718, proving that the Prince Regent had stripped this ancient crown of its principal stones to
include the three drop pearls as probably a wedding gift to his daughter. They were returned to the
crown on her death.



' -
Plate 13a. Detail of the tiara with the two principal stones from the George 1 1715 crown illustrated
by Grisoni in 1718.

Plate 13b. Detail of the large Stuart sapphire a gift from the Prince Regent to his
daughter in 1816.
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