Charles Rasp & the
Model of the Broken Hill Mine

John Hawkins traces the
rags-to-riches story of boundary
rider, Charles Rasp, who first
found silver on the

‘Broken Hill’ . .

and poses the theory that
Agnes, Rasp's bride,
commissioned Henry Steiner
to make a Sil\rer Cne:ntrepmc:,
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4. Ram’s Dent?,
Quinn & Jones
P. Horan

3. Ellis Vaughan,
T{J\Vn &
Country Bank
J. Nolans
Sully's Stare
Bonanza Hotel

2. George Bell
Renowden
Silver King
Kenworthy?
Mo y!
Kelly's Shafr

8. Rasp's shaft Air shaft

Charles Rasp o ‘
was born in Stuttgart, Germany on

7th October, 1846' and emigrated to Melbourne in 1869. In
Australia he took up various itinerant occupations until
becoming a boundary rider on Mount Gipps Station near
Silverton in northern New South Wales.” Rasp spoke, in
addition to his native German, fluent French and possibly
Russian, and may well have had some rechnical knowledge
of chemistry.” A knowledge of chemistry may account for his
decision to peg Block 12, some forty acres in area on the hill
with the unusual broken outline, on Seprember 5th, 1883,

Rasp was helped by two bullock team drivers, David James
and James Poole, who ar that rime were working on the
station. That afternoon they rode over to visit the local
policeman, Senior Constable Richard O'Connell,’ Police

Smielter site

5. B Danns?,
Stewarts (Dary)!

9. Me Culloch’s shafr  Rasps' camp

Officer, Acting Clerk of the Petty Sessions, Mining
Registrar® and Warden’s Clerk, ar his cortage half a mile
north of Mount Gipps Homestead and registered their lease
to mine tin and, as an afterthought, silver.

On Rasp’s return to the Mount Gipps Homestead the station
manager, George McCulloch, became aware of his
employee’s decision to peg what he thought was an outcrop
of tin, some nine miles from the homestead. The pegeing of
claims was almost an industry in the area at that time with
approximately four thousand prospectors and miners in the
district in 1883; in that year 1,222 mineral leases and 114
miner’s rights were processed.” A decision was taken that
night to peg the whole of the ‘broken hill’, so the following
day the station staff proceeded to the hill and pegged a

further six blocks of forty acres along the line of the ridge.
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10. Clay pans

This impertant view gives an mdieation of the broken owtline of the hll
which was to gve s name to the cay. The then toun ac the bottom of the
hall already had a bank and three pubs before Christmas of 1885

Sully's store was a branch of thewr husmess m Silverton and the clay pans
are the future site of the water stovage tanks.

Carefully idenufied on the key helow the drawing ave Rasp's shaft, the air
shaft, smelter site, McCulloch’s shaft and Rasp's camp. The drawmg
encapsulates, running from the novth-east on the left hand side to the south-
west on the right-hand side, all the seven leases pegeed by the syndicate

The model of the mine may be imagined facing you, as in the drawing
m-crfnr_;kmg Broken Hill

This contemporary drawing clearly outlines the Broken Hill

It locates Rasp's and McCulloch's shafts and notes the site of the
smelter, and must therefore date from soon after the incorpovanon
of the Broken Hill Propmetary Campany in July/August 1885 and
the start of construction of the smelter m December of that year
Sleep’s house had been completed. He was appomted Manager on
the |8th March, 1885. Various small pubs — the Silver King,

the Bonanza Hotel and possibly Quinn & Jones -

had alveady opened, so the stage 1s set.

ulloch’s Shaft

Rasp's Hut

e
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George McCulloch & Charles Rasp
Broken Hill City Library. 90/1/1945

So that;”

Block 10: was pegged by George McCulloch, Charles Rasp,
David James.

Block 11: was pegged by Phillip Charley.

Block 12: was pegged by Charles Rasp, David James &
James Poole.

Block 13: was pegged by George McCulloch.

Block 14: was pegged by George Urquhart.,

Block 15: was pegeed by George Lind.

Block 16: was pegged by George Lind, James Poole and

Charles Rasp.

McCulloch and Rasp returned to Richard O'Connell and
registered the six further leases on whar was to become one
nf the richﬁﬁl mlnt‘rul Cf;li['ﬂs in rhc \\'(]rld' now l\'I'\t‘\\'n as
‘Broken Hill', News rravelled fast, and the Wilcannia Times of
12th September reported rhat on the 8th September, 1883,
the Thackaringa correspondent had writren: ‘I have to
report the finding of a new silver lode. It was discovered by
two boundary riders on Mt Gipps Station . . . when the news
was brought here a few of the miners packed up and were off
to the scene of aperations at once, but | have not heard the
result of the rush.”
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Having protected their interest the station staff formed a

syndicate of seven, agreeing to subscribe for seven equal

shares in the seven leases for seventy pounds a share, payable

over a period of time. The station manager, George

MecCulloch, must be given credit for holding this little team

together: Rasp. James and Poole we have mert; of the others

Phillip Charley was under 21 and out from England as a

jackeroo, George Urquhart was the station overseer and

Charles Lind the storekeeper.

In November 1883 a posthole size shaft named in honour of

Charles Rasp was sunk on block 13 close to the houndary

with block 14 t a depth of sixty-five feer and nothing of

note was discovered.” The remainder of 1883/84 was

extremely hot and dry, and no further work was commenced

until the drought broke with the coming of the rains in June

1884. A call was made on the syndicate members, and the

McKay brothers ar a charge of £2/5/0 per foot' enlarged

Rasp’s shaft all to no avail, for by sheer bad luck the shaft had

missed the lode.

A decision was made that to finance work the members of

the syndicare could divide their shares in two and sell the

resulting 1/14th, providing it was offered first to other

syndicate members. Charles Lind was the first to fall by the

wayside. He sold his two 1/14th shares, one to Rasp and the

other to McCulloch. Urquhart followed selling his two

shares to the Station carpenter, Sam Hawkins.'

In August 1884 William Jamieson, the mining surveyor for
the New South Wales Government, arrived in the District
to complere an accurate survey of the leases so far granted.
Much impressed with the Broken Hill leases, he purchased
three individual 1/14th shares from Rasp, James and Charley
for a rotal of £320. McCulloch gambled away a 1/14th share
to a jackeroo called Cox in a game of euchre for £120, then
the following day purchased a 1/14th share from Sam
Hawkins for £90, making, as he noted, £30 on the deal.

James Poole & David James, bullock drivers Jh'i]‘_;«.';f beg the qur,l.[u].:]' claim

Broken Hill Ciry Library.
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Ruspr's shurfi
Thin photcgraph depicts wik on the are shaft, presamabdy in TEES . during the expanmion andengvound of Rasp's and MoCullioh's shafis,

The begmmmg of conseremm of the smetrer s 13 vrable helow on the mghe hond s, A sl was wsed 1o deflece the wmd o the shajfe o supply frevh air 1o
the maners, Later tomneli of aiv soere driven o from the ather elde of the M o armate the chafts. The photogmagah pves o madicaton of the dsolation gl
el maatiere of the sire om ahich sl om enormens sentere s to appeer and was probably sakin from the mack ot the pech o Rasp's shaft

The sopopagshy should be compeed with Renimaden’s sketch

The original syndicare of seven fimally resolved fself Inro a
syndicare of fourteen with some shares further diluted o
1/28ths, the two larpest shoareholders with  3/14ths each
being Chorles Rasp and George McCulloch:

Churles Rasp, Boundary Rider, Mt Gipps Station,
George MeCulloch, Manager, Mt Gipps Starion,
avid James, Conracror and Bullock driver.
Jamez Poole, Contmactor, his mate,

Plullip Charley, Juckeroo on M Gipps Station.
Solomon Wiseman, Rabbat Inspecton

Kenneth Brodeibl, Station Owner, Poolamacen
Bowes—Kelly, late Station Manager, Billilla

L S N

Samuel Hawkins, Carpenter.
CWE R Wilson, Manager, Barrier Ranges Association.
o James Dialglish, Distrier Surveyor, Dubibe,

-

AL Cox, Jackeroo,

e

. Williams Jamieson, Survevor.

A=

o )G Palmer, probably W CL Palmer, Silverton Aucrioneer
& Land Apenr, closely linked with E. Thomson.

This infusion of new blood and funds allowed further
exploration of Rasps shafr and by Ocrober 1884 the shaft
had been deepened ro 100 fr = bur seill ehe lode had not been
struck. Traces of chlondes had been noted in the milings by
Phillip Charley. Close inspection of the shaft on a bosun'’s
chair found thetr locartion and silver, asaving 700 ounces
the ton, was discovered.
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The sharcholders’ meeting held ar Mr Gipps' Station as o
resule of this discovery on March 18eh, 1885 found George
MeCulloch, Kenneth Brodribb, William Jamieson, Phillip
Charley, Charles Rasp and Samuel Hawkins present. It was
decided by the sharehalders o further l"kpdl‘ld Rasp's shafr
and ro send away for aseaving half-a-ron of the bulk ore. A
Mr (Captain) Sleep was to be appointed working manager at
a salary of £300 per annum. This was nearly the lase of rthe
sharcholders’ meetings attended by Charles Rasp, and some
form of confrontution appears to have mken place berween
Rasp and MceCulloch over w 1/28th share, obtmined from
Rasgr by o prospector culled Thomus Low, mexchange bor
information as o the location on their leases of o new
outerop of silver chloride.™ Jamieson mald Low that he could
ger him this share if he showed him where o look. For
reasans that are no longer apparent, Low represented Rasp as
a shareholder ar the meering on rthe 25th April, 18557,
having presumably gained possession of his 1/28th share. Ar
this meering Jamieson was made General Manager ar 1 salary
of £500 per annum. One of the oripinal seven shareholders,
David James, the bullock ream: driver, was declared ‘nor a fir
and proper person’ to be a dirceror. MeCulloch was proposed
by Jamieson and seconded by Low as a direcror, and Low was
vorred o ‘homus nor o exceed L500°, of within six monrchs his
discowvery should prove profitable. The recorded minures
never reflect the e positions or discussions of the parties
present, and it seems odd for so many impaortane decisions o
b il i the absence of Rasp, a major shareholder.




Matters finally came to a head in the General Meeting of
shareholders held ar the Broken Hill mine on the 3rd June
1885." At this meeting Wilson (1 proxy), Jamieson
(2 proxies) and McCulloch (2 proxies), together with
Bowes-Kelly, Wiseman, Rasp and Cox, were present. It was
agreed to issue ‘16,000 shares ar £20 each of which 2,000
were to be issued to the public paid to £19 .. . with 14,000
shares apportioned to the present proprietors’. Of the
£18,000 raised, £15,000 was to be placed to the credit of the
company for work on the mine and £3,000 returned to the
shareholders, the provisional directors being voted as
McCulloch, Bowes-Kelly, Wilson, Hawkins, Jamieson and
Brodribb. The odds were becoming stacked against James
and Poole the bullock drivers, Wiseman the rabbir inspector,
Charles Rasp the German and a mysterious Mr E Thomson,

Resolution setting up the Broken Hill Proprietary Company on [6th July,
1885. Extract above from Broken Hill Minmg Coy. Miniute Book.
Mitchell Library,
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Six weeks later on the 16th July, 1885", armed with proxies,
the directors won the day and the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company was born. Rasp, although present and one of the
largest sharcholders, the discoverer of the lode, and in whose
shaft the first chloride deposits were nored, was not even on
the Board.

The money generated by the floating of the Company
enabled Rasp to return to Adelaide and commence a social
life amongst the large expatriate community of his fellow
countrymen. In 1886, he was a middle aged man of forty who
was looking for a wife. He married on the 22nd July, 1886
Agnes Klaversahl™, a German waitress in Kindermanns
Coffee Shop, then located ar No. 13 Rundle Street.” The
Kindermanns may have had an interest in the silver and
jewellery manufacturing business of Kindermann &
Brunkhorst®, further down rhe streer ar No 27. Brunkhorst,
the manufacturing silversmith of this parmership, was to
purchase Henry Steiner’s jewellery and silver business,
locared some 300 metres east of the restaurant ar 106 Rundle
Street in 1885, It has been said that it would have heen quite
possible to rransact all the business of daily life in Adelaide
at this time in the German language, and the expatriates
certainly patronised their own.

After their marriage Mr & Mrs Rasp immediately left for
their honeymoon in Broken Hill, a remarkable choice, and
are reported to have camped for the night in Rasp’s old hut.”
The newly constituted board of BHP held a board meeting
on the 15th August, 1886, of which no record seems to exist.
Rasp's interest in Broken Hill at this time may have been to
attend that meeting so as to protect his 3000 shares
(3/14th’s) which were then quoted on the Melbourne Stock
Exchange at approximately £40 per share, giving him an
investment of £120,000 in the Company.* Within eighteen
months those shares had risen in value to over £400 a share,
making him a millionaire with a shareholding of over
£1,200,000. The Rasps' second honeymoon was spent in
Europe, and on their return the magnificent townhouse
‘Willyama' was acquired at Menindie, a northern suburb of
Adelaide. ‘Willyama' was the original, but now forgotten,
name of the City of Broken Hill.

Rasp's Hut.
Picture from Broken Hill City Libeary. 92/1/2.
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<4 The Broken Hill Proprietary Company Mine, Feb.-Mar. 1887.

The McCulloch shaft with its engine house to the left are evident in the centve of
the photograph. The stack of masonry sixey feer high and six feer in meernal
diameter with its fume tunnel are obvious em the left hand side. The buildings
have already begun to be altered; in the forecourt of the furnace building the large
new smelter with its attachments is in place, so the photograph must date after
January 1887 A building to the left hand side of the fumace house has heen
extended i a north-sowth divection over the oviginal small east-west construction,
An enormous chimney has been placed on the voad above the smelting site,

el e

Broken Hall Ciry Library, reference no 907172152
Photograph no 162

Henry Steiner’s silver model
of the Broken Hill Mine,
made 1886/7.

The model probably commissioned by
Agnes Rasp on her retumn from her
honeymoon wisit to Broken Hill.

48 ANTIPODES |




repdacing the small oviginal stack. The aoke m sacks and wond supplies an
wtill stacked in the wame postton close 1o the enory poine i the crushing planz
and smeleingr hotee. Norails have vet been laid to move the ove to the
smelter, the work bemg dome by bullock and horse drocys,. The sumrme of the
hill bevween Rasp's shaft ared the large chimmey stack has been largely
remond b lavel the site for the expancion of Ragp’s shafe. All the veperation
i heing removed from the hill and rthe surroumding coameryside and Broken
Hill f5 gronemig e frome of the smadter site. Thes photoeraph must date o
the frae 2 or 3 months of |887

BHP Mine 1BB7.

Peckoeni VRl Ciey Lilwary. 0017153

McCulloch's shaft,
circa 1888.

Viewed from Kafe's shafe,

lockang south-west and shouing

remmanes of e, The midpelma
chimmiey suck hu been
demolished, the ratlway track
Bt pernad i sescomed stomesy gl
e the ameler g waabaly i | RES

Wlinrharl] Libwury phuma ML PXIFIT Du

BHP Block 13, circa 1889

aomey o ther Ml Libsmry; jelivms 004

‘ Rasp's shajt now fully ofsranonal

W

(o Lp i

BROKEN WIpEPRY
View of Outcrop 1886.

Luokany Newth alonyr rulne Tme from Block 10, Thiy ts o moxt
mnporiant photograph for proposes of doacmpe the sifver mme moded.
The 60 fit skoting chommey e bl amel ssnoking, 30 the smelen
provist b oiperational The chimnes stack o the MceCulloch shajt
emiging hoosed appeared to i left omad the edpe aof the vl of Haspi's
anpine hoscse pothe dissang Lefi

Think 40 degrer hear and the ladies” and children's dretes!

Slightly later, circa 1888,

Wi frim the -'|1!'|':|' i II“II'I.'L |I":'. i IIJJ'.'IHI: -—mrh .'J‘l-'rl_t; t]'u'
Tramuways U, Line

Riaxp's shitft, now exeended. ' thet foregroind, MoChulloch's
m the cenme

Molting bl Lo ftary, plhwnn PREYRE



Phorograph: Ken Wilde

The silver madel of the mme averlookimg Broken Hill,

Broken Hill Ciry Library 9171130
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There are two Australian silver cenrrepleces thar may be
associted with Rasp: the so-called Bowndary  Rider
Centrepicce”™, probably scquired by Rasp in 1886 or early
1887 tromn Brunkhorst, and the BHP Mine Centrenece,
fin 1886, The
Roundary Rider Cenrrepiece wis exhibited by Steiner in the

manufactured by Steiner Brunkhorst in

Melbaurne Internarional  Exhibition of 1880 and by
Brunkhorse

London in 1886, It &5 known o have been in Rasps

ar the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in

possession circn 19000 It has been sugpested thar this
centrepiece was manufactured by Steiner, from silver nined
at Braken Hill, as a presentation to Rasp. Thes s incorrect
The facr thar Brunkhorst still owned the Bowndary Rider
Centrepiece 1856
commissioning of the mine model in thar vear

In suggests o possibility of  the

Mhe silver model shows the mine facing the mwn of Broken
Hill, it being sited on block 13, with the tower of
MeCulloch’s shafr and engine house, contaiing the lifting
pear, evident ra the rghr hand 2ide and similardy Rasp's shaft
to the lefr. The McCulloch shafr hecame known as ‘the
Evgine and Permumenr Working Shaft’, Berween the rwo
shafts but not shown on the model was an air shafr
constructed to prevent the miners from suffocanng. In the
Direcrors’ Repore of 6th December, 1886, John Provis
describes the bulldings an rhe site, as follows: “The ores are
at prsent smelred in warer jacker furnaces, of these there are
four . . . an addinonal furnace s heing erecred they are
erected on the western slope of the hill between the Rasp
and MeCulloch shafts, they are substantially consrrucred

and solidly buile there s a stack of musonry 60 feer high

A v from the frmeconet of the smelier which helps o jrove the aceuracy of the model: a stevesscopic photagraph from a bax of plas plase sterecacopic

negertive wlth ome vt of Hroken Hill, anca T838. The eower to MioCullock's shafs ds i the backgrowr], the foer chamness o the |r|r|gn|.'r| furnacey are m
fristtsrrt bt the Fnanlelrrig e been exrended to take the fifeh fumace @k o edl chimmney o the righe hand side, alomgaide the shiges in the distance. The hays

fivee frenmels divided by forr windows and four chimress dhenld be compoarad b the wmeslal, A dissesed slbver ‘n.'_'l-.lf:ru_ ot 1 dliscernehle methe foreerotind

ace el The slver i now produced m ingon, @ viewed sacked o the ripht of the photopraph

The second centrepiece is an exact todel of the mine,
probably pawd for from the proceeds of rhe share floar of June
1883, and may bé compared with the conremporary
photographs, The mine buildings were complered in April
15886, enabling Steiner/Brunkhorst ro consericr this madel.”
By June 1886 1,791 ronnes of ore had heen crushed and
193,508 ounces of silver produced, so it is possible therefore
that this model was made from Broken Hill silver.
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ancl six feer in internal diameter on the crest of the all to
carmy off the gases and fumes at the base of this and
connected with the fumaces are the condensing chambers
where by means of sheers of iron and a jer of stesm the
heavier and more mineralised portions of the fumes e
collecred the ores are brought foom the various shalts to
the crishing flaors and passed through the crusher then
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The four chimneys of equal height to the front of rthe
building represent the water jacker furnaces. An additional
turnace was erected to the south of the butlding and is

located by the tall chimnev to their right in the 1887

photograph. The 60 foor
high stack of masonry and its
connecting channel are
obvious.  The  crushing
building leads back ro the
road. To the left of the main
building may be seen piles of
timber for firing the furnaces
and in the photograph note
should be made of the bags of
coke, all the way from
Adelaide by bullock dray. To
the front of the smelter are
the puddling containers for
the newly smelted silver, the

tinal product of the mine.

A search of all the
contemporary  newspapers
relating to  Broken Hill,
Adelaide and Melbourne for
this period™ has failed to
discover any mention of «
presentation dinner or the
gifting of this centrepiece.
The Board minutes and
records ot BHP, which are
reasonably complere, make
no mention of sanctioning
such a commission.” The
centrepiece may therefore
have been ordered in a
private capacity, the stare of
completion of the buildings
as shown in the model
precluding a dare earlier than
April 17th, 1886, when
smelting commenced and a
date  after the end of
December 1886, when the
fifth furnace was installed.
The only people who would
have had an occasion for
such a presentation would

have been Jamieson, who

resigned as Mine Manager berween January and June 1886,
and McCulloch who left Broken Hill in 1887 o float the
Brirish Broken Hill Proprietary Company, based on hlocks

[5 and 16 to the north. Neither McCulloch nor Jamieson

The Model of the Broken Hill Mine:
When was it made?

Steiner sold his business to Brumkhorst and went 10 Germmy in
1885, but retumned to South Australin as a vesult of the Bank
crashes m 1887 Stetner made the Boundary Rider Centrepiece
which was first exhibited at the Adelaide Exhibition of 1880
Steiner probably sold this to Brankhorst with the busmess in
I885, Brunkhorst exhibited this centrepiece ar the Colonial and
Indiem. Exhibition in London m 1886, Before it left or on s
retwrn in 1887, he would have sold it to Rasp, for Rasp is known
1o have owned it crrea 1900, as proved by a photograph in the
Mortlock Librars

This link in |886/1887 gves a reason for the Stemey/Brunkhorst
Jomit venture to receive an order from the Rasps to make the Mine
Madel which, like the 1892 Block 10 Mine Model, must have
heen eomstructed from photographs. The contemporary reference
for the Block [0 seares it wok six moiths to make, which would
suggest tha if the Broken Hill Proprietary Company Mine Model
started i 1886, it would not have been completed unnl 1857

The Broken Hill Proprierary Co. wmodel was exhibited by A, L.
Brunkhorst ar the Melhowme Centennial Exhibition of 1588,
where it gamed an Homowrable Mention as a 'Silver Model of
Broken Hill Mine'.
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had « presentation dinner suitably recorded in the press. or
the Company records, 1 suggest thar Mrs Agnes Rasp
commissioned this Centrepiece as a wedding present to her

hushand, maodelled from photographs taken on her

honeymoon in August 1886.
The silver Centrepiece may
have been manufactured as a
result of an introduction
trom her previous employer,
Kindermann, to his former
Brunkhorsr. It

runkhorsr, aided by Steiner
Brunkhorst, aided by St

partner,

whose marks its  bears,
produced this present, such a
family gift would nor have
heen recorded in the
newspapers. The Rasps then
lent the ‘Silver Model
of  Broken Hill Mine'
to  Brunkhorst  for  the
Melbourne Centennial
Exhibirion, 1885,

Charles Rasp died childless
at Willyama on the 22nd
May, 1907, leaving an estate
of £45,000." Agnes left
Willyama in March 1908 for
Germany, where she became
engaged to Field Marshall
Baron Richard von
Eisenstein, on condition that
she pay his son's debrs. Later
the Field Marshall i full
dress uniform visited Agnes
and, for reasons known only
to himself, pur a pistol to his
head and blew out his brans
in  front of her She
subsequently  married  his
Aide-de-Camp, Count von
Zedrwirz  at the  Savoy
Chapel m London on the
28th May, 1914, She was in
Berlin when war was de-
clared. The Count fell early
in the fighting — so there she
remained until 1919,

Agnes Rasp left a friend, Hermann Heinicke, as caretaker of
Willvama when she went overseas in 1912, On the ourbreak
of war Agnes had ‘enemy alien' status in Australia. An

mventory wis LilfT]L‘L{ our At w’{l“\';lil‘lii llﬂ.\.ll't’ TI]'.’ Elll.'[l]\'
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The Ballvoom, "Willyama'

Property Act of 1915 and her estate was vested in the
Adelaide Public Trustee. To them Heinicke stared: ‘A large
quantity of valuable furniture and household effects . . . is
stored in certain of the rooms . . . placed by the said Countess
... before 1 entered into possession . . . The doors of such
rooms were locked by the said Countess . . . her intention to
with The Union Bank of Australia

l]'ln'

deposit the keys . . .
Limited. Since the departure of the said Countess . .
doors . . . have not been opened.™" [ suggest that it was during
this war time period thar the two cenrrepieces — The
Boundary Rider Centrepiece and the Broken Hill Mine
Centrepiece — vanished from “Willyama', for neither of them

are listed in the Public Trustee’s inventories.

‘Willyama' was sold up on the dearh of the Countess under
the instructions of Sir Edwin Lucas and Mr E T. Bruce (the
auctioneer). Tht’ estate hl'r\\'l.‘\'i.'l’ Wds .\:1“ i‘\' dI'lHI"hL‘I
Adelaide auctioneer, Willtam Waire, in a sale of 1,840 lors
held over four days berween Monday 23rd and Thursday
26th November, 1936." There is no mention of either of the
silver centrepieces, but an original catalogue has not been
located. It may have been coincidence or just a quirk of fate
that the Adelaide Advertiser, published on the last day of the

Willyama Sale, carried the following advertisement

circa 1895, The ail painting of Agmes Rasp hangs above the fireplace Yok

Special Mart Sale

Friday 27th Nov. at 10 am

Contents of six suburban houses
removed to our mart . . .

Unigue 30 inch handmade sterling silver
epergne supporting large cut glass dish.
The epergne depicts a gum tree with an
aboriginal figure, sheep, mounted
stockman in high relief.
A wonderful piece of work designed and
manufactured by Steiner.’

Theo. Bruce & Co., 70a Grenfell Street.

Bruce was the Countess' executor and may well have gained
contral of some of her property. The model of the mine
appears not to have been sold ar this time and reappears
unidentified as a piece of plate in a garage sale in Adelaide
in 1996, one hundred and ten vears from the date of its

manufacture.




Willoughly, Chaprer 4, pann 2, p 34
16 BHMC Minte Pok ppe 11217

ol 2532, Gieneral Meeting ekl an the Beoken FRlE Muoe, Yl
_|ui'|'|.' LEBHS, preseril Wilson with oy it Thommsi I::.I. M owdnibsh,
McCulloch with prosy for Hawkina and Charley (3), Wiseman,
kelly, Busp, Cos, Jambvson with prosy foe Eilglieh and Jamics (1),

Pusle alwsarnit

LR bl 5 A letter frome Me W O Palimer asking o his name
aprpeared om the Compirnys Pk as prarchunser of 1/ 14eh shure froim
E- Themsom®
ik 3 MeE Thommscn and Mr L) bamies ate ot 1t atd proper
persoms o be directons for non acendonce of meetings'
il 3% MeCuolloch wsked M Thomeson of he had sold his

|,"l'1l1| share e thae AMTRRITY, S Thommsony dewliesd 1o mpuswner

12, ibid,, pp. 3332, Meeting ar Bam’s Hotel, Silverton ae .30 a.m., see
phaotogeaph of the important Resolutions

20, Repiser of [Hirehs, [vaths and Mamages (5A), Saturday Zdeh July
1850, p. 4. col LY, Marroges l'\:ﬂ-[' Klaversahl (sic) Uharles
Rasp ol Cannstade, Olermany, late of Silverton, o Apnes Klsversihl
ol Woldenbure, Germuny

21, Sanids & MeDinigall Adelagle Drectonies, fromm  1RS0. 1886, o 13

andfor 15 Rundle Streier

Samds & MeDenngrnll Acdeloade Dpectones, froan [BRG 1B8RY. |
Kindermanns & Poenkhorst, (variows spellings), 27 Rumdle Stieet;
18851891 Brunkhorsr AL1O6 Rundle Streer

Agmed Reup Pirsbowis $il] Care Ly 9081781 65

1 Apantralicen Dchionary of Biography, Rasp

L ADB:. MeCulloch: “a well developed property of 340,000 pcres with
71,000 shewep in 1BFT

b Adiwrgser, 5eh July 1959, Magazine p.5

4. ADB. Rasp.

Hubers Willogzhbey, Hestory of Hroken I, « u:!l:['llu'.| fronm rewearchy
completed berweon 1945 and 1954 whilst working in’ Broken Hill
between 19370962 for the Fine Cormpomation,  Limited
Mirchell Library Manusceipr, ML M85 2554,

Thes 1w meglected bur scourte source of Toeal hstory

6. R, H. B Kearns, Pretident, Broken Hill Histovical Society
Silvertom, p.11

dhndd 2

B Willowsghby, Chapeer 4, b

G B | Solomon. The Bichest Lode. Hole & lonmaonger, 1988, p 24
10 Wikl Claguer 4, pare 1, pd

L. ihids, Chapter 4, pare 1, p.2

1L ibd., Chaprer 4, pare 1, p.03. He gives a good deseription of the
earttee ol v biee aid the redistribsogrmm of the shares

13 ibid, Chapter 4, pare 2, p.l

14, Broken Hill Miming Co Minuge Book, pp.3-9, Mirchell Library. This
rvarvscrips was discovered on aorubbish tip ac Broken Hill in 1598 A Basts anad compranion st "Will v Pivdien Hill €5y | depany. 50711104
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W. 5. Robinson, If [ Remember Rightly: the Memaons of WS, Robmson
The Rasp section of Robinson’s Memoirs are a collection of ‘facts’
from the papers of Rasp's close friend, Dr Hedly R. Marston ER.S.,
EA.A., collated by Archie Witson. Robinson knew Countess von
Zedowirz personally.

. Willoughby, op. cit. Appendix. The Share Marker: He gives a

monthly value o BHP Co, shares from 5th Seprember, 1885, to 1st
September, 1888, and dividends and honuses, showing shareholders
received £1,160,000 in dividends and £5,760,000 in bonuses to the
end of 1889, in addition to the imcrease in value of their shares,

. 1. B. Hawkins, 19th Century Australian Silver. Antique Collectors’

Club, Woodbridge, Suffolk, 1990, Vol Il, pp.149 and 322. The
Boundary Rider Centrepiece, property of the Broken Hill City
Council.

If Rasp was capahle of visiting Broken Hill on his honeymoon | am
P

sure Apnes would have mken her camera. 1 sugwest it was her

I‘l'll ITlIEI;‘F‘I!h [‘1." \\'l"l[\.i I!.l\'l.’ i.‘l'{'l\ |I?\L’\l to Construct i]ll.' "\lhjl.'l.

Broken Hill Ciry Library R) /1948
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Broken Hill Ciry Librory, 91/1/45

27 Rn_'pn!rl of Mr John Provis on The Broken Hill Co.'s Mines, 6th
December, 1886. Copy held Broken Hill Ciry Library. The first two
furnaces were insmlled in April 1886, Two more were erecred by
August/September 1886 and a large one (the 5th furnace) was
delivered in December 1883, See BHI' Dwrectors’ Report, 22nd
December, 1886.

28, Newspapers searched: The Broken Hill Age, 30th August, 1884 — 1st
August, 1887, (known as The Silver Age from 1893). Brunkhorst
advertised as Brunkhorst, Late Steiner Silversmith, 29ch August,
1885 and ar various intervals |I|‘1l"|lll_!}l to 1886; The (Adelaide)
Advertiser and the Melbourne Age.

29, Letter from Helen Smith, BHP Corporate Archivist, Ist July, 1996,

30. Hawkins, op. cit. Vol I, pp.326 and 329. A model in silver of the
Block 10, mine in no way associated with Rasp, is illustrated in pl.
85 and 86 and is the property of the Broken Hill Historical Sociery,

3. Charles Rasp’s will was proved in the South Auvstralin Supreme
Court, 24th June, 1907, Willyama and wts contents must have been
in his wife's name; he lefr household goods (approx. £50), properry
(£2,500) and investments, shares etc., making up the balance

32. Robinson, op. cir, p. 34

33. These entries and the inventory are extracted from GRG 337 -
beinp records from the Public Trustee, S.A under The Enemy
Property Act 1215 (S.A.L) (South Australian State Reports).

34, Adelaide Advertiser, Saturday 14th November, 1936, p.4, col B,

The author acknowledges the assistance of Ruth Dwyer of
Melbourne, Dick Phillips of Adelaide, Kathy Bennett of the
Broken Hill City Library and the staff of the Mitchell
Library, Sydney, in the preparation of this paper.

JOHN HAWKINS, a well-known antique dealer of Moss

Vale, NSW, is an honorary Associate of the Powerhouse
Museum — advising on silver, a valuer under the Common-
wealth Taxarion Incentives to the Arts Scheme, and
President of the Australian Anrique Dealers' Association




